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MES Group Offers Education from Kindergarten ( KG) to Post Graduation (PG)

* Pre-Primary (English medium) e Primary(Kannada and English
medium) * High school (Kannada and English medium) < 2-Year Pre-
University Courses in Arts, Science, and Commerce ° 3- Year Degree
Courses in Arts (with major History, Journalism, Political Science,
Music, English and Sociology), Science(With major Physics, Chemistry,
Maths, Botany, Zoology, Computer Science and Biotechnology) ¢ 3- Year
Degree Course in Commerce * 2-Year post Graduate Studies in
Mathematics(M. Sc) and Commerce (M.Com)
Course in Law e 2-Year I.T.I Courses in Electrician, Electronics

* 3- Year Degree

Mechanic and Fitter « 3-Year Diploma Courses in Civil, Electrical and
Electronics( E&E), Electronics and Communication(E &C), Mechanical
* 3-Year Diploma Course in General Nursing e Short duration
Certificate Courses

Our Institutions
* MM Arts and Science College

(mmcartsandsciencesirsi.co.in)

08384-295677

: 08384-236298
: 08384-295688
: 08384-234881
9481099839

3 08384-295984
: 08384-295658
: 7 08384-295842
: 7% 08384-236900

* Commerce College (mesccsirsi.co.in)

* Law College (meslawcollegesirsi.co.in)
* PU College (mespucollegesirsi.in)

e Chaitanya PU College (meschaitanyasirsi.org)
* Nursing Institute

* RNS Polytechnic (mesrnsptsirsi.com)
e Private ITI (mesitisirsi.org)

* Kannada Medium Primary School

* Telang High School (formerly Sahyadri ) : 08384-238899
* English Medium School : 08384-236060
use this link to see our MES campus : https://youtu.be/kVXp6Y4Yzvl
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Sharada Bhat
About MES

Modern Education Society(MES) was founded in
1961 to provide higher education to the aspirants of
rural area around Sirsiin Uttara Kannada District of
Karnataka. MES is running 16 educational
institutions right from Kindergarten (KG) to Post
Graduate(PG) studies in different disciplines. Over a
lakh students have studied in MES and entered in to
different professions to lead a decent life both in
India and abroad.

MES e-Newsletter

This is a medium of communication among
stakeholders say management, faculty, staff,
students and alumni. Authors are requested to send
typed material in English/Kannada addressed to
Editor, MES e-Newsletter, MES Administrative
office, vidyanagar Sirsi - 581402 by post /e-mail.
The matter published need not reflect the views of
MES. Authors are solely responsible for articles
published under their name. Right to edit and publish
the material rests with the editor. Current and back

issues are available at www.messirsi.org
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MES Vision and Mission

To provide affordable quality education while
equipping students with knowledge and skills in
their chosen streams, inculcate values, identify
hidden talents, provide opportunities for students to
realize their full potential and mould them in to
future leaders, entreprencurs and above all good
citizens. To build a community of students, faculty
and staff that pursue learning from a diverse global
perspectives to make the world ever better.
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KNOW MES FOURTH & SIXTH PRESIDENT

Dr. V. S. Sonde

Dr.V.S.Sonde was born in a well
known Sonde family of Sirsi to the
couple late Annapurnabai and
Sheshagiri Sonde on 28/12/1930.
Vaikuntharao S Sonde had versatile

leadership qualities such as modesty,
unceasing work, judicious judgment, dedication and
perceptiveness. His ancestral home was in Sonda. He
matriculated from Marikamba High School, Sirsi and
completed PUC Science Education in Belgaum and B.Sc
(Agri) from Agriculture College Dharwad. In 1952 when he
came to Sirsi as an agricultural graduate, in those days there
were ample opportunities to get higher posts in the agriculture
department or private sector companies but he chose to stay on

his own agriculture farm and business.

His maternal grandfather was late S.N.Keshawain who was
closely associated in establishing Sirsi Urban Cooperative
Bank and its growth from 1905 to 1964. When Keshawain died
in 1964 V.S.Sonde was nominated as Managing Director.
Later, he became the Chairman in 1987 and remained in the
same capacity for a long time for 32 years till 2019. He
contributed for overall development of this bank.

The selfless service by Dr.V.S.Sonde is remembered in the
history of MES as he was in the forefront in every
development activities of MES since 1961. Then the mercurial
personality of V.S.Sonde who had just graduated was attracted
by Motensar Thimmappa Hegde who had convened a meeting
to establish a college at Sirsi. On one side MES was to be
registered with Registrar of Cooperative society and other side
MES had to apply for affiliation to Karnataka University to
establish a college of Arts and Science. Sonde was made a
member of the drafting committee for framing bye laws for
MES. He collected the bye laws of various organizations and
studied them and framed the rules suiting to our environment.
He played an important role in college registration,
recognition of Karnataka University and collection of funds to
start the college. He was the founder Joint Secretary when
MES was established in 1962. Later he became Hon. General
Secretary in 1964. He was the President from 1974 to 1976 and
from 1978 to 2007 making a record break as MES President

T TWOSREBTT,

for longest period of 31 years. He succeeded in making
available exemplary educational facilities to students in
different streams such as Arts, Science, Commerce, Law,
English medium school and Highschool, Polytechnic and
other vocational education in Sirsi for the first time. He also
took initiative to bring funds for the MES buildings and
endowments from several people hailing from Sirsi but settled

in faraway places.

He was the President of Uttara Kannada District Chamber
of Industries, Commerce and Agriculture. In that capacity he
brought out several burning issues to the notice of higher
authorities related to sectors like tourism, roads, highways,
railways, ports, forestry, environment, banking sports etc.
Under his leadership several seminars and workshops were
held in Sirsi to bring out solutions to the local problems. He
was an avid reader of journals, magazines and daily
newspapers and kept himself update about things happening
around the world. He was considered as moving encyclopedia.
Whenever he went for a function he used to do homework,
study the subject and collects data and spoke to the point. He
was involved in promoting literary activities related to
Kannada and Konkani languages.

Dr.Sonde was president for the 150 year old Pandit General
Library. He was also member of Academic Council of
Karnataka University, Dharwad for one term and member of
Regents of University of Agricultural Sciences , Bangalore for
one term. He was also a life member of Bharat Krishik Samaj.
He was the recipient of several awards notably among them
Karnataka Government Rajyotsava Prashasti in 1996 and

Vidyadhiraj Prashasti of Partagali Matha, Goa.

He was the Chairman of Reception Committee of All India
55™ Kannada Sahitya Sammelana, held at Sirsi in 1982,
Chairman of Reception Committee of 20 All India Konkani
Conference held at Sirsi in 1998, President of Rotary Club,
Sirsi, Honorary Secretary of Uttar Kannada District
Horticulture Society. He was an active member of several

social and cultural organizations.

A remarkable quality of his personality is his sharp memory
as he used to recollect exact dates, months, and anecdotes with
clarity. After rendering yeomen service to society at large in
the fields of social, educational, cultural, religious, he passed
away on 11/10/2020 at the age of 90.

Sharada Bhat, Librarian
M E S M.M. Arts and Science College ,Sirsi.
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A/c No: 520101231417663,

Details for remittance: Name: Modern Education Society ,

Donations can be made both in kind / Cheque. The contribution to MES enjoys recognition u/s 80G of Income Tax Act.

Bank: Union Bank of India, Branch Sirsi,
IFSC : UBIN0901164.

(Please send your Name, Address and PAN to M.E.S. E-mail/ Whatsapp to get receipt.)

Donations Received During this Quarter

1812) Name Rs Beneficiary Institution
1 | MESM M Arts & Science College 1964-65 PU Science Batch Alumni 10 lakh Chaitanya PU College

New Building (2 Class rooms)

[\S)

Dr.T.S.Halemane ,Principal, M M Arts & Science College

Modern Education

80,000 ]
Society(MES)
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A Reminiscence- Five and Half Decades at MES
Dr. V. S. Sonde

Former President, Modern Education Society, Sirsi

M E S Management discussed
thoroughly regarding suitable place to
construct a building for the College. It
submitted a proposal to the Karnataka
Government to sanction  an area of

\ 110 acres of landin city survey Number
b ‘ 98 and village survey number 123 in

Chipgi village Dbetween Yellapur Naka
and Chipgi cross. Meanwhile an unfortunate event
happened. One day our President Shri Motensar
Timmappa Hegde while suffering from fever fell from
the cot and underwent severe spinal cord fracture.
When the Chief Minister Shri  Nijalingappa came to
know about it, he suggested to admit him to Victoria
Hospital Bangalore for treatment. Everyday while going
back to his residence, the Chief Minister Shri
Nijalingappa visited the hospital to know about the health
condition of Shri Timmappa Hegde. One day the Chief
Minister observed that Shri Hegde was in depression.
He asked him about the reason for his depression. Then
our President expressed his helplessness that he could
notcomplete the responsibility of the institute for higher
education. When the Chief Minister asked about what
could be done for it. He told him that the educational
institute is becoming destitute without having its own
land. Consequently the Chief Minister directed his
secretary to inform the Karwar District Commissiner to
send a proposal by selecting suitable land in Sirsi to
construct a higher education institute for M.E.S. and
send itquickly for approval by the government. Hence, the
Tahashidar of Sirsi met usand requested us to prepare a
proposal seeking sanction of land in Sirsi Town and Chipgi
village panchayat withtotal areaof 110 acres andsend it
to Bangalore through District Commissioner. This is a
record in history that in such aquick time the land was
sanctioned and handed over to M.E.S. By that time
we lost our President who was responsible for the
origin of Modern Education Society.We got thislandas
his blessings.

It was inevitable to start the college from April
1962,but it was necessary to arrange the building and
furniture . Subject wise appointment of lecturers was one
more challenge. After  conducting interviews Shri.
Gopalkrishna Nagappa Vaidya and our  General
Secretary Shri G.V.Dhakappa appointed principal and
lectures.

Before the start of the college having a discussion
with the Principal regarding furniture and appointment
of lectures an advertisement was given and after
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receiving  applications it was arranged to get the
furniture. A furniture manufacture industry situated in
Industrial estate Hubli supplied teak wood furniture to
office and laboratory in a competitive price.

It was a record in the history of Karnataka
university that our proud students of M.E.S Arts and
Science College got first rank in PUCand also got first
rank in both Arts and Science PU examination
conducted in March 1963.Overall passing percentage of
the college was also very good. Both the students who
got firstrank in PUC got later first rank in B.Scand B.A
in university examination also. The student who got
first rank in B.Sc studied M.Sc and then worked on
Ph.d from American university in Electronics. Later he
worked as Professor in Indian Institute of Science
Bangalore. Another student who got rank in B.A
completed his post graduation in Mathematics and
worked as a Professor in an American university.

During 1964, we thought of appointing a second lecturer
in Mathematics. When we invited a girl student who passed
B.A. infirst class with mathematics she rejected the offer stating
she is too young to control the students. But the interesting thing
is soon she took ajob in KSRTC.

After the demise of our President Shri
Motensar Timmappa Hegde, we requested Shri
Ramakrishna Hegde MLA and Finance Minister  of

Karnataka Government to lead the institute as President
and he agreed. Motensar Timmappa Hegde was MLA in
Mumbai State Legislative Assembly later he became MLA in
Mysore State Assembly also. Since he was instrumental in
getting the land and to build the MES institution it was
unanimously decided to designate the name of Shri Motensar
Timmappa Hegde to MES Arts and Science Collage in
order to retain hismemory permanently.

In 1963 instead of making compulsory combination of
subjects  choices were given in both major, minor and
basic subjects. Geology in science stream, Kannada, English,
Hindi, Samskrit in arts stream were offered. This resulted in
enormous expansion of work loadin the college. Accordingly
the appointment of lecturers and other staff led us to
financial crisis. Meanwhile our General Secretary Shri G.V.
Dhakappa had retired from his position after serving for four
years. At the same time Shri Gajanana Sharma Kallala
who was working with me as secretary also retired and
started working as a guest lecturer in Hindi. Shri R.G.
Deshapande who was working as the manager in Sirsi
Urban Bank and serving as the secretary with me also
withdrew from his position. So that,I was continued as
the chief secretary of M.E.S. Hence I had to lead the MES as
General Secretary.

(Original Kannada article in the souvenir “Jnanasudha” published
during MES Habba 2017 by MES. English translation by Shri.K.S.Goudar,
Retired Lecturer, MES M MArts and Science College)

(To be continued to next issue)
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